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Abstract

Memory of Ethnic Genocide and the Politics of Poetic Mourning
- Focusing on the Gando Massacre and the Kanto Earthquake Massacre

Kwak, myoungsuk
(Ajou University)

The Gando Massacre(1920) and the massacre of Koreans during the
Great Kanto Earthquake(1923) were organized colonial violence against
Koreans as an ethnic group. Within the law and language of empire, the
victims of both events were rendered unmournable, their deaths sealed as
unrecordable by official imperial discourse. Drawing on the concept of
“bare life” and the theory of “grievability”, this paper analyzes the political
agency of Korean poetry across three conditions.

Poems from the Shanghai exile space named Gando victims beyond
colonial censorship, granting linguistic presence to deaths the empire
refused to record. Representations of the Kanto massacre within colonial
Korea were doubly constrained by censorship and victim-blaming
discourse, producing refracted mourning.  Post-liberation  poems
retrospectively reframed the massacre as a structural consequence of
colonial domination, transforming mourning into political critique. These
poems thus reconstitute the unmournable as grievable, beyond mere

nationalist sentiment.

Keywords: genocide, bare life, grievability, Gando Massacre, Kanto Earthquake
massacre, retrospective mourning, counter—framing, Yi Gwang-su, Kim

Dong-hwan, Yang Ju-dong, Seol Jeong-sik
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