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Abstract

Bare Life and the Subjectification of Shame in The Chronicle
of Mr. Han

LI QIAN

(Seoul National University)
Ru Yi

(Southwest Minzu University)

This paper reads Hwang Sok-yong's "The Chronicle of Mr. Han" (1972)
through Giorgio Agamben's three key concepts—state of exception, bare
life, and shame —to argue that the novel raises urgent questions of bodily
politics and ethical remainder that have been largely overlooked in existing
scholarship.

The analysis proceeds on three levels. First, it traces how the state of
exception produced by the Korean War selectively exposes and
redistributes bodies as disposable through the general mobilization order,
the spatial segregation of hospital wards, and the scene of crossing the
Taedong River. Second, it examines how a military intelligence report and
an anonymous denunciation letter function as mechanisms expelling Han
Yeong-deok from legal and political subjecthood, reading the interrogation
scene —in which his body is reduced to "a lump of meat, no longer a
professor, a doctor, or a refugee" —through the logic of bare life. Third, it
analyzes the gray zone formed by those who survive within the same state
of exception—the medical school dean, Seo Hak-jun, Kim and Pak, and
the residents of the enemy property house—arguing that the fissures of
shame that surface in each figure, however fleeting, bear witness to the

failure of the state of exception to fully erase human relationality.
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Through this analysis, the paper argues that "The Chronicle of Mr. Han"
should be read not merely as historical testimony of national division, but
as a text that structurally articulates how state violence progressively
dehumanizes a single body, and what ethical residue that process inevitably

leaves behind.

Keywords: Hwang Sok-yong, The Chronicle of Mr. Han, Agamben, state of

exception, bare life, shame, gray zone, bodily politics.
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